Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care
Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care enters its third year of publication with renewed vigor in providing rapid and universal dissemination of peer-reviewed research and scholarly work in primary care, particularly as it impacts osteopathic medicine, via our journal website at http:// www.om-pc.com. Some of the major reasons for authors to publish in Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care include universal online access without charge, indexing in PubMed and archiving in PubMed Central, retention of copyright, and expeditious peer review.
Our goal in working with the 2009 Editorial Board http:/ /www.om-pc.com/edboard is to make Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care the leading journal in its field. We are pleased to report that last year Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care achieved a balanced proportion of publications pertaining either to primary care or uniquely osteopathic topics. Also during 2008, the most viewed article in Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care by Hruby and Hoffman [1] surpassed 5,000 accesses via our journal website. When also considering our mirror site at PubMed Central, 10,000 or more viewers may have already accessed this article. The article presaged the workshop entitled, "Avoiding disaster: osteopathic approach to the flu pandemic," that was recently held in October 2008 in conjunction with the 113 th Annual American Osteopathic Association Convention and Scientific Seminar in Las Vegas, Nevada [2] . Thus far, about one-third of all articles published in Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care have earned the "highly accessed" designation independently conferred by BioMed Central [1, [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] . 
The open access publishing environment

Article processing charges and waivers
Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care levies article processing charges (APCs), after a manuscript submission has been peer-reviewed and accepted for publication, to cover the cost of operations (rejected manuscripts are not subject to APCs). Authors at institutions that are members of BioMed Central will receive either a full waiver or partial discount of the APCs depending on their institutional membership. Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care also maintains a journal fund to support waivers of APCs for authors who are not affiliated with BioMed Central member institutions and who do not otherwise have access to grant funds or local monies to support the cost of publication. All waivers, regardless of funding mechanism, must be requested at the time of initial manuscript submission. The two primary criteria in determining whether a waiver is awarded are the quality of the submitted work and its congruence with our scope of interest.
Peer review and reader comments
Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care strives to provide quick and fair review of all manuscripts. We are indebted to the 24 reviewers who completed evaluations of one or more manuscripts during 2008 (Appendix). We encourage readers of Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care to post comments on our articles via the hyperlinks provided on the title page or last page of the full text version of articles (reader comment hyperlinks are not available in the PDF version of articles). Comments relating to clinical practice generally will not be posted without supporting evidence from peer-reviewed publications. Figures, tables, and equations cannot be included within a posted comment; however, hyperlinks to such elements may be included. Upon acceptance all reader comments are directly linked to the full text version of the relevant article. Reader comments are not indexed in PubMed or archived in PubMed Central. General comments or correspondence relating to Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care may be sent to the Editor-in-Chief at OMPC@hsc.unt.edu.
Book reviews
In response to author and publisher demands, Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care will begin posting book reviews in the "Latest news" section of its home page in 2009. Books within our scope of interest are most likely to be reviewed. The book reviews will not be indexed in PubMed or archived in PubMed Central. Please submit books for review to: John C. Licciardone, Editor-in-Chief, Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care, University of North Texas Health Science Center, 3500 Camp Bowie Boulevard, Fort Worth, TX 76107, USA. There is no guarantee that a received book will be reviewed, and Osteopathic Medicine and Primary Care will be unable to return any book, reviewed or unreviewed. Manuscript submissions will not be accepted at this address. In addition to book reviews, we expect to roll out other regular recurring features in the "Latest news" section of our home page during 2009. 
Conclusion
